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Applicant requests review of the final rejection in the above-identified application. No amendments are being filed 
with this request. 



This request is being filed with a notice of appeal. 



The review is requested for the reason(s) stated on the attached sheet(s). 
Note: No more than five (5) pages may be provided. 
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Applicant respectfully requests review of the final rejection of claims 1 
through 50 the present application. No amendments are being presented with this 
request. This request is being filed concurrently with a Notice of Appeal. 



Claims 1 through 50 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent Number 6,185,557 issued to Liu. 

Regarding independent claims 1,18 and 34, Applicant would like to 
respectfully point out that Liu does not teach or suggest incrementing a not-match 
counter if no match is found between the loaded row(s) of a first table and a 
loaded row of a second table, as required by Applicant. In an effort to find this 
element, the Examiner cites column 8, lines 52-55 of Liu which recite, "If there is 
no next match row, the outer row is discarded (step 227) and the merge join 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as 
first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, 
VA 22313-1450 on July 21. 2006 ,C\ _ ^ . . 



PRE-APPEAL BRIEF REQUEST FOR REVIEW 



Sir: 



The § 102(e) Rejection in view of Liu 
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process searches the data page for a next match row for the outer row next in 
sequence." 

Applicant would like to respectfully point out that nowhere in the above- 
recited excerpt from Liu, or any other section Applicant is aware of, does Liu 
teach or even suggest incrementing a not-match counter in the event a match is not 
found between the loaded row(s) of a first table and a loaded row of a second 
table, as required by Applicant. Therefore, Liu does not teach all of the elements 
of Applicant's independent claims 1,18 and 34, and Applicant's claims 1,18 and 
34, and their dependents, are not anticipated by Liu under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e). As 
Liu fails to teach or suggest every element recited in each of the claims of the 
present application, claims 1 through 50 are believed to be patentable over the 
cited reference. 

Review of the present application and claims with consideration of the 
foregoing comments, and reconsideration of the rejection of claims 1, 2, 5 and 6, 
are respectfully requested. 
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